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Good afternoon, everyone. Thank you, Jim, for the kind introduction [Jim Molyneux 
MNP]. 
 
And thank you to the Mississauga Board of Trade for organizing this opportunity to 
deliver my inaugural State of the City Address. 
 
MBOT holds an important place in our community, representing nearly 1,500 
businesses from Port Credit to Churchill Meadows; from Cooksville to Streetsville; from 
Meadowvale to Malton; and all neighbourhoods in between.  
 
The leadership of MBOT are respected partners called upon by Council to develop 
solutions for Mississauga. 
 
Together, we work to achieve our common goals to attract foreign-direct investment and 
help aspiring entrepreneurs, along with established businesses, to achieve unrivaled 
success right here in Mississauga! 
 
I would like to acknowledge Sheldon Leiba, for his many years of leadership. 
 
And I wish to reiterate my congratulations to David Wojcik as he takes the helm of 
MBOT. 
 
It is never easy filling big shoes. Trust me, David! 
 
All of Council looks forward to working closely with you, Chair Jeffrey Percival, and your 
entire team.  
 
Today, we gather on the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the New Credit, a 
Mississauga Objibwa First Nation with a history dating back centuries ago. 
 
It is only fitting that our City’s motto reads: “Pride in our past, Faith in our future.” 
 
And it is the genuine appreciation, understanding, and pride that we have in our past; 
which gives us the confidence to have faith in our future; and to overcome challenges 
before us.  
 
Mississauga recently said goodbye to two community stalwarts: Ron Searle and Ron 
Lenyk.  
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Mayor Searle was a heroic war veteran. He committed his life to shaping Mississauga’s 
future for the better – both as a public official and as a private resident. 
 
Yesterday we said goodbye to Ron Lenyk.  
 
Ron was a Citizen of the Year. He was larger than life. He had an infectious passion for 
all things Mississauga – including his dedication to helping local artists shine, in his role 
as CEO of the Livings Arts Centre.   
 
I have tremendous respect for what the previous stewards of Mississauga have 
achieved, along with the legendary Hurricane Hazel. 
 
Their collective leadership helped plant the seed that would see Mississauga grow from 
farm fields and fruit trees; into the vibrant, prosperous, and thriving place we now call 
home. 
 
The hopes and ambitions that today’s Council has for families, were made possible 
because of those who came before us; and those who helped forge our promising 
future.  
 
This time last year, we found ourselves in unchartered waters – the first competitive 
mayoral campaign in a generation. 
 
As I met with people across our City, I repeatedly spoke of how we were starting a new 
chapter in Mississauga’s history’ and how critical it was to have a plan to remain strong 
and prosperous. 
 
My platform was called: Our City. Our Time.   
 
I want to emphasize the “our” because whether you are a student or a senior; a lifelong 
neighbour or a newcomer; a fulltime worker or a part-time volunteer; we all have 
ownership in building up Mississauga. 
 
Our City. Our Time. is a blueprint with six overreaching goals to foster a Mississauga 
that moves; grows; thrives; shines; cares; and most importantly, works for you.  
 
My job as Mississauga’s fourth mayor is to move our City forward. 
 
We will do this because of the strong foundations laid over the last 41 years. 
 
Today, we are no longer a sleepy bedroom community but a dynamic city with limitless 
potential. 
 
I stand before you to say Mississauga is strong. And to maintain this strength we must 
make the right investments now. 
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When they look back on Mississauga and the Greater Toronto Area a century from now, 
it will be said that this period ushered in a public transit renaissance.   
 
In April, Premier Wynne’s government announced that the Hurontario-Main Light Rail 
Transit would receive full funding amounting to $1.6 billion dollars. 
 
It will be remembered as the day Mississauga changed for the better. 
 
The LRT is a game changer.  
 
It is the single largest infrastructure investment in Mississauga’s history.  
 
It is truly transformational, and it is already shaping how our City will grow for decades 
to come.   
 
Some of the most pressing priorities we must address have to do with how we move 
people; goods; services; and ideas; and how we develop to meet the needs of new 
residential and commercial investments. 
 
To give you a better idea of where Mississauga is heading, we have a $40 billion GDP 
and are home to 62,000 businesses; 73 Fortune 500 companies; and 1,400 
multinational firms.   
 
We have become a net importer of jobs – yes, more people come to work in 
Mississauga daily than leave. 
 
Last year the City issued over one billion dollars in building permits.  
 
That’s a fifteen percent increase from the year before.  
 
We are a City in demand.  
 
A recent survey found that Mississauga ranks as the tenth hottest destination to find a 
job in Canada. 
 
Over the next two decades, Peel Region will need to accommodate approximately 
150,000 jobs and over 300,000 people, many of which will be right here. 
 
Nearly a quarter of that growth is expected to live and work in the area immediately 
surrounding the Hurontario-Main corridor. 
 
We are planning new and important intensified developments, consistent with the 
requirements in the Places to Grow Act.  
 
To support these new demands, Council showed leadership and pressed ahead with a 
dedicated stormwater levy so we can strengthen the backbone of our growing City.    
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But these plans would not be possible without full funding for the LRT. 
 
The twenty-three kilometer LRT - with twenty-six different stops - will connect GO Train 
Stations from Port Credit to Cooksville. 
 
It will run through City Centre and unleash the potential of our downtown core, allowing 
us to more aggressively get on with our Downtown 21, plan. 
 
The LRT will be linked to our MiWay Bus Rapid Transit System. 
 
It will result in a more seamless travel experience for students to get to class at 
Sheridan College; enjoy a community festival at Celebration Square; take in a 
memorable performance at the Living Arts Centre; and shop for premium brands at 
Square One. 
 
The LRT will connect neighbourhoods throughout Mississauga into Brampton.  
 
Make no mistake, years of commitment and hard work led to that April announcement.  
 
Mississauga has been at the table from the very start.  
 
Our fingerprints are all over the blueprints. 
 
Our ten year capital plan includes a total of twenty five million dollars for further 
development. 
 
Mississauga has already funded over fifteen million dollars toward planning studies, an 
environmental assessment, and preliminary design work.  
 
Council ensured the LRT was at the heart of our pre-budget submission to the province. 
 
And no matter what uncertainties may arise beyond our City borders, we remain 
committed to getting the job done. 
 
While the LRT will be the north-south spine of a regionally-integrated rapid transit 
network; the Mississauga Transitway has proven to be an essential east-west corridor. 
 
Earlier this month the Erin Mills station became the latest Transitway stop to open, with 
another stop opening this fall at Square One. 
 
The Transitway now heads west, and will further serve residents when the Winston 
Churchill station opens next year. 
 
When fully complete in 2017, this express route will make it easier for people to live 
their lives. 
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Despite this great progress, we are not satisfied.  
 
We want to make it even quicker and easier to move and bring people together. 
 
This is the purpose of regionally integrated transit. 
 
And once again, this City Council has stepped up, shown leadership, and is driving the 
transit file forward. 
 
In June Mississauga brought together the municipalities of Toronto, Cambridge, 
Kitchener, Waterloo and Milton to get our communities moving. 
 
We initiated a business case study to build a new rail route that will connect the CP 
Line, just west of Trafalgar, with the already existing CN Line that runs through 
Brampton.  
 
Sounds complicated?  
 
Well, it wouldn’t be a renaissance if we didn’t challenge the status quo thinking, and 
raise the level of debate with bold new ideas! 
 
Never before have a coalition of municipalities like this come together to undertake such 
an effort.   
 
There is strength in numbers! And united in a single cause, our voices will be heard. 
 
Friends, we have found the Missing Link. 
 
This new line will finally make way for all-day, two-way, GO Train service on both 
routes.  
 
It will reinvigorate our transit hubs. 
 
A project of this magnitude also has national and international implications.  
 
This line is critical to Canada’s economy.  
 
It is a Continental Gateway, allowing for the movement of large amounts of goods to 
and from the central Canadian market.  
 
We are now witnessing tremendous interest, commitment and momentum by all 
governments to invest in large-size transit projects. 
 
Prime Minister Harper committed over two billion dollars toward Mayor Tory’s 
SmartTrack, which proposes a station at our Matheson/Airport Corporate Centre.  
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The battle lines of the 2015 federal election have been drawn over conflicting plans and 
differing visions on how best to fund transit. 
 
Because of the magnitude of the Missing Link, there is a strong case to be made that 
the federal government must be at the table moving this plan forward. 
 
Earlier I spoke of how important it is for all of us to take ownership to make Mississauga 
an even more dynamic place to pursue one’s dreams.  
 
Now I’m challenging each of you to roll up your sleeves, and get to work.    
 
In November we will host our first-ever transportation summit – Mississauga Moves 
2015.   
 
You are encouraged to attend.  
 
Participants will join local and international experts and take part in interactive 
workshops and presentations.   
 
Your ideas will be captured. They will be used to help draft a comprehensive 
Transportation Master Plan. 
 
This plan will be our roadmap to ensure we set - and achieve - our future transit needs.  
 
Planning, investing, and building a comprehensive transit network gives businesses the 
confidence they need - to choose Mississauga to succeed. 
 
Put simply, transportation policy is economic development policy.  
 
We chose the arrival gates of Pearson International to launch the new Mississauga 
International Partnership Program Committee.  
 
Each day a wealth of economic opportunity flows from Canada’s largest airport into our 
community.  
 
It is critical that we position ourselves to compete effectively in the global market place. 
 
Local government does not have the same powers as other levels of government. 
 
We cannot offer tax incentives or sign treaties.  
 
Like entrepreneurs, we must think outside the box.  
 
So how do we achieve this?  
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My answer has been clear: we build on existing assets; strengthen professional 
networks; invest in knowledge infrastructure; and bring people together. 
 
This Committee is already leveraging Mississauga’s international expertise and cultural 
diversity to help our local economy reach its full potential. 
 
Strengthening connections with global communities will better prepare us to welcome 
international delegations of incoming trade missions to Mississauga, and open our 
borders to job-creating investments.  
 
My office has already met with the Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce; the 
Mississauga Chinese Business Association; the Canada-Poland Chamber; along with 
Consuls General from India, China and Poland.  
 
If we are going to win on the global stage - we must be proactive to attract businesses 
and industries in our targeted sectors. 
 
In June Mississauga was represented in Philadelphia for the BIO International 
Convention – the world’s largest life science conference. 
 
We are home to the second largest life sciences cluster in Canada.  
 
Our Pill Hill community is a thriving hub for the health sector.  
 
We have more than 380 life science companies that employ more than 25,000 people. 
 
The University of Toronto Mississauga and its Academy of Medicine, undertakes 
cutting-edge research and graduates talented men and women into the fields of 
medicine, healthcare, and commerce. 
 
At BIO we shared Mississauga’s success story with industry experts and investors, and 
built relations in this leading industry. 
 
It was imperative that we were there. 
 
I committed to continuing Mayor McCallion’s practice of participating in trade missions 
to countries in target markets. 
 
Mississauga and the GTA have a strong value proposition.  
 
It is critical that we sell our City to growing economies. 
 
We started work in Brazil in 2010, to scout new opportunities.  
 
Since then we have had sixteen companies invest in the GTA. 
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This led to our August trade mission to South America. 
 
We sat down with counsels general; we heard from trade commissioners; we met with 
chambers of commerce; and we presented to industry associations. 
 
In total we had over fifty meetings, in three countries, over eight working days, 
connecting with over one hundred businesses. 
 
It’s hard to appreciate South America from a boardroom - but I hear it’s beautiful! 
 
Trade missions are about building lasting relationships and making connections.  
 
And local government is in the business of making connections. 
 
Whether we’re connecting commuters to workplaces; seniors to community centres; 
students to campuses; or families to the waterfront; it is our job to bring people together.  
 
This is what community is about.  
 
This same guiding principle led us to host our first ever angel investor networking event 
called First Look. 
 
We opened the doors of the Civic Centre to start ups like PaymentEvolution; 
Web4Realty; Xumme; and Kabuk - a new healthcare company that connects Canadians 
to health providers, and enables them to book appointments directly online. 
 
We hosted seasoned investors looking for their next big venture. 
 
During First Look I also launched the Mayor’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Taskforce. 
 
The goal of this new working group is to bring together leaders from business, 
government, and academia to identify practical solutions that Council can implement so 
Mississauga grows further into a hub of innovation.  
 
I am delighted UTM’s Deep Saini and Sheridan’s Jeff Zabudsky both agreed to serve; 
shape objectives; and achieve goals, as part of this taskforce.  
 
They’re committed to us, we’re committed to them.  
 
All levels of government have a responsibility to ensure people have access to quality 
education. 
 
Investing in education is city building. 
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During Budget 2015, Council reaffirmed its commitment to invest ten million dollars 
toward developing UTM’s new Innovation Complex. 
 
UTM injects over one billion annually into Peel Region, with the bulk of the share going 
to Mississauga. 
 
With the addition of the Innovation Cube Accelerator, this campus continues to assert its 
own identity and reputation for research excellence.  
 
As UTM thrives and grows; so does Sheridan.  
 
If you’re in our City Centre, you will see plenty of cranes and construction.  
 
Phase two of the Hazel McCallion Campus is well underway, on nearly nine acres of 
prime land made possible through a partnership between Mississauga and Sheridan. 
 
It is another important milestone as we continue with our dreams of having a flourishing 
livable, walkable, downtown.  
 
We want our educational institutions to be strong because our young people must reach 
higher.  
 
The competition is fierce and helping youth find jobs is at the heart of my plan for them. 
 
I am committed to initiating the Mayor’s Youth Jobs Initiative to encourage all 62,000 
businesses in Mississauga to hire more local youth.  
 
I also want to give preference to those job-creators who wish to do business with the 
City of Mississauga – and who make it a priority to hire local youth as part of their bid.  
 
As part of our efforts to get talented youth working, I plan to host a Mayor’s Jobs Fair.  
 
This will be an opportunity for businesses; schools; employment and newcomer 
settlement agencies, to be part of a city-wide career networking opportunity. 
 
In the coming weeks my office will also launch a new youth driven speaker series.  
 
We will connect young Mississaugans with accomplished thought leaders who they can 
learn from; and who will inspire them to pursue their passions and to take on the world 
and succeed.  
 
Our youth, and their energy, make Mississauga shine. 
 
And nowhere did we shine brighter - than during the 2015 Pan Am & Parapan Am 
Games - where volunteers and athletes, of all ages, had us beaming with pride.  
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The Pan Am Games was a once in a life time opportunity to put down the welcome mat 
and show off Mississauga to the 250,000 visitors who descended on the GTHA for the 
competitions. 
 
It was a celebration of athleticism but also a time to bring our residents closer together 
and share in the richness of our diversity. 
 
Mississauga is home to people from every corner of the globe and all points in between.  
 
We are blessed to be the destination of choice for so many newcomers looking to make 
Canada their home.  
 
Our diversity is our strength. And we must ensure that every resident in this City - 
whether they have lived here for twenty years or twenty days - has an opportunity to 
have their voice heard. 
 
Striking the new Diversity and Inclusion Advisory Committee was a top campaign 
priority – in fact, it was the first policy I announced, in May of last year, and the first 
order of business I brought forward in December. 
 
As our City’s demographics change, it is critically important that we adapt and ensure 
that we are meeting the needs of all of our citizens. 
 
For those who follow me on Twitter, you will know there isn’t a day that passes when I’m 
not out in the community joining residents to support a charitable cause.  
 
There is no shortage of compassion in Mississauga. We are a City that cares.  
 
We are a people who want to do more, and give back more. 
 
Mississauga is an affluent city. At the same time, many in our City live in poverty.  
 
Over 59,000 residents use a food bank every month.  
 
Half of these people have some form of post-secondary education.  
 
This week marks Hunger Awareness Week and just yesterday we launched the Mayor’s 
City-Wide Food Drive in partnership with the Mississauga Food Bank and Mississauga 
Fire and Emergency Services.   
 
A city-wide food drive was another campaign commitment and I am seeing it through. 
 
We encourage residents to donate non-perishable goods at any of our local fire halls. 
 
With Thanksgiving around the corner, your contributions will ensure families can enjoy a 
warm cooked meal and share in new memories together.  
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For those struggling to make ends meet, the threat of homelessness is very real. And 
this reality is often hidden. 
 
Unfortunately, there are a number of people in Mississauga who call their cars, home.  
 
The mandate of my Advisory Board on Poverty and Homelessness is to find practical 
Mississauga-based solutions to combat hunger, poverty, and address affordable 
housing challenges. 
 
Our lack of affordable housing is a life threatening problem we need to combat head on. 
 
The severe housing crunch in Peel has created the longest wait list in Ontario. 
 
People are stranded.  
 
Residents deserve the respect, dignity, pride and safety that that come with having a 
place to call home. 
 
Affordable housing; transit and infrastructure; and economic development are the three 
leading issues that will dominate a Mississauga-focused election debate my office is 
organizing. 
 
Mississauga is one of the few Canadian cities – nationwide – who took up the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ call to host a local debate.  
 
We have a responsibility to set the agenda.  
 
The issues facing Mississauga are the issues facing the majority of Canadians. 
 
All roads to government run through Canada’s sixth largest city. 
 
We are a big city, accomplishing big things.  
 
Breaking away from the pack of other municipalities; leading the way with new 
approaches to deliver smarter; more efficient public services; committed to better value 
for taxpayer dollars.  
 
As promised - for Budget 2015 - our portion of the property tax is below the rate of 
inflation.  
 
Over six million in savings across different departments were achieved through various 
methods, including utilizing the LEAN process. 
 
These savings are equivalent to reducing local taxes by nearly two percent. 
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Since 2009, we have secured forty-five million dollars in savings. 
 
As an example, a recent LEAN pilot project completed by Parks staff helped reduce 
calls from the public regarding park waste pickup by twenty-five per cent. 
 
With results like these, I am tempted to say something really outrageous. 
 
Government is working, at least in Mississauga.  
 
Like Toyota, General Electric, and Nike, Mississauga is building Lean into our corporate 
DNA. 
 
We have also partnered with global tech giant Cisco to transform Mississauga into a 
twenty-first century interconnected city. 
  
This partnership is allowing us to implement Smart City technologies such as District 
Wi-Fi which connects the public, businesses and City services to create a connected 
and engaged community. 
 
In the New Year our Planning Department will fully launch ePlans – an initiative that will 
make it easier to navigate through City Hall by electronically submitting your site plans, 
building permits, and other applications.  
 
We’re cutting through the red tape so you can be free to build your dream home or 
expand your business.   
 
We’re making strides but we cannot do it alone.  
 
I have repeatedly called on all of you to take ownership and make Mississauga better. 
 
And Open Data will empower you to do so.  
 
We recently launched a new open data initiative – making available information about 
programs and services that are accessible, easy to understand, and free.  
 
City data sets are invaluable sources of information that can be used for research, along 
with software and website development. 
 
This access to information can ignite new business ventures.  
 
There are more than 400 publications at your fingertips. With new data sets being 
added regularly. 
 
And it doesn’t end here.  
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In 2016 we will invite the best and the brightest – students and seasoned professionals 
– to participate in a hackathon. 
 
They will mine through mountains of open data with the goal to improve service delivery 
for residents, and develop new apps for the City.    
 
With open data, our next big idea is in your hands.  
 
Let me bring this speech to a close by starting the conversation about Mississauga’s 
place in Peel Region. 
 
You may have seen recent media reports about the ongoing challenges and conflicting 
opinions on Peel Council. 
  
We are currently undertaking a review of how the Region works.  
  
A lot has changed since 1974, and this conversation is long overdue. 
  
We need to do what works for Mississauga and ensure our residents get a fair deal.  
  
As the largest tax base in Peel Region, our taxpayers’ hard-earned money must go 
toward their needs. 
  
I’ve been on the job less than a year, and in that time we all have so much to be proud 
of. 
  
We are strengthening our public transit networks with new and unprecedented 
investments.  
  
We are reaching further into global markets, marketing Mississauga to the world, and 
attracting new economic development opportunities. 
  
We are shaping the provincial and national agendas with the priorities that matter for us; 
and we are at the forefront of delivering innovative, cost effective, and efficient services. 
  
Your City is working for you. And as we look toward the next forty years; we must do 
everything we can now, to ensure we have control over our destiny and how we want to 
move Mississauga forward. 
  
It is our city, it is our time. Thank you. I welcome your questions.  


